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The Holy Modal Rounders… Bound To Lose 
Starring THE HOLY MODAL ROUNDERS, SAM SHEPARD and DENNIS HOPPER 

 
 
 

"Bound to Lose is a hidden treasure! A surprisingly moving and funny look at a 
dysfunctional musical family. You can't take your eyes off of it." 
 

         - Bruce Sinofsky, 
       Director (Brother’s Keeper, Paradise Lost, Metallica: Some Kind of Monster) 
 

“Disturbing, delightful, disturbing, never boring.” 

 

- Greil Marcus 
  Author (Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the 20th Century, Like A Rolling       

               Stone: Bob Dylan at the Crossroads) 
 
press quotes: 
 
New York Times, December 7, 2007: 
 
“As much the chronicle of an era as of a band, The Holy Modal Rounders… Bound to 
Lose casts an affectionate eye on the kind of hedonism no one is meant to survive.”  And 
calls the film “rollicking” and “poignant”.  
 

New York Magazine, December 10, 2007:  
 
Calls Bound to Lose “engaging” and “… it’s reclamation of a forgotten part of the sixties 
scene is more than welcome.” 
 

The Village Voice, December 5 - 11, 2007: 
 
“Forty years later, they [The Holy Modal Rounders] stand as perhaps the truest heirs to the 
Harry Smith Anthology’s wild and wooly Americana – a point Sam Wainwright Douglas 
and Paul Lovelace affectionate doc makes with a minimum of fuss and lots of bawdy 
hilarity.” 
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         Time Out New York, June 29-July 5, 2006: 
 
“This profile of the reunited trip-folk combo (featured on the Easy Rider soundtrack) has 
been likened appreciatively to Metallica: Some Kind of Monster for it’s squirm-inducing 
candor.” 
 
Variety, January 24, 2006: 
 
“Charged with alternating currents of affection, exuberance and ineffable melancholy… 
Bound to Lose generates palpable dramatic tension.” 
 

The Reeler, December 6, 2007: 
 
“Bound to Lose features plenty of wild behavior, yelling and drug consumption. But the 
filmmakers also capture an unabashed candor from its aging subjects, supplying the 
emotional anchor that eludes many contemporary rock documentaries.” 
 
Slant Magazine, December 5, 2007: 
 
"Among the recent wave of music documentaries on the marginally infamous, this video 
history gets its juice from a love-hate affair with the vibe of a graying boho remake of The 
Sunshine Boys." 
 

Flavorpill, December 7, 2007: 
 
“Bound to Lose follows the group through its antic-filled highs and drug-addled lows, 
painting a classic, pre-punk portrait of musical decadence and a staunchly anti-
establishment ethos.” 
 

The Stranger (Seattle), November 10, 2007: 
 
“Objective, intimate, brimming with drug-drenched anecdotes.” 
 

The Seattle Times, November 16, 2007: 
 
“A truly mad tale of a band that began as a loose amalgamation out of the Greenwich 
Village folk scene in the early '60s and managed to keep getting back together for 
reunions and revivals until 2005.” 
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The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, November 16, 2007: 
 
“It might be the first movie about the psychedelic generation told from the point of view of 
the doddering seniors they have become.”  
 

The Portland Oregonian, January 5, 2007: 
 
“ [The Holy Modal Rounders] impishness, dysfunction, perversity, friendship and joy at 
times recall the harrowing Crumb.” 
 
“Their story is fascinating and the human dimensions this film captures are truly 
memorable.” 
 

Chicago Reader, August 19, 2005:  
 
Bound To Lose was listed as a “Recommended Choice” and described as …  
 
"a deeply entertaining meditation on the power of friendship and  
music ..."  
 
The main characters were summed up as … 
 
"A pair of fun loving, highly literate pranksters who took the piss out of the 60s folk 
movement ..." 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 


